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Watershed Alliance bill wins unanimous approval 
 
LANSING – Sen. Bruce Patterson’s bill creating and legally defining the concept of a voluntary “Watershed 
Alliance” unanimously passed both chambers Thursday and is headed to the governor for her signature. 
 
Senate Bill 1432 is designed for the local protection and enhancement of Michigan’s waters -- including 
rivers, streams, lakes and ponds.   
 
“This bill allows and encourages local governments to cooperate through voluntary alliances to study, create 
and enact the best plans for a specific watershed,” said Patterson, an enthusiastic conservationist. “The 
Friends of the Rouge River provided a model, and this legislation gives legal recognition to their good work. I 
think this will inspire many to follow suit for the preservation and improvement of Michigan’s many natural 
water systems.”   
 
Under provisions of the bill, two or more municipalities can form an alliance and then extend invitations to 
other entities within the same watershed.  The alliance can study problems and plan and undertake activities to 
address surface-water quality, water flow and other issues of mutual concern.  
 
“This will likely lead to savings for all concerned,” Patterson said. “Alliance members can pool their 
resources and do a coordinated study, rather than several independent, and probably overlapping, studies. 
Working together, they will be far more able to get grants than they would with multiple individual requests.”   
 
Patterson pointed out that the bill does not give the alliances authority to tax or impose fees of any kind. 
 
“Watersheds create a kind of natural unity already, so why shouldn’t we take the hint and capitalize on it for 
mutual benefit?” Patterson said. “It doesn’t happen very often, but everyone in the Legislature saw the logic 
of this and gave it unanimous support.”  
 
Kurt Heise, Wayne County’s Department of Environment director, spoke in support of the bill. “I applaud 
Senator Patterson's leadership and commitment to this important step for the environment and local 
management of our water resources. The Rouge River Assembly, prototype for this bill, is thrilled with this 
overwhelming vote of support, and the bipartisan solution to addressing long-range planning for watersheds.  
This is not just for Wayne County.  This bill will allow local governments throughout Michigan to work more 
cooperatively on their federally-mandated stormwater permit activities. 
 
“This is the very thing that the governor has urged –  regional cooperation.  This will signal state fostering of 
partnerships of local governments and other entities in meeting federal requirements.  More than 300 
Michigan cities and townships will benefit, and we can move promptly with this in 2005.  I commend Senator 
Patterson, Senator Birkholz and Senate and House leaders on both sides of the aisle.” 

(More) 



Heise echoed Patterson’s hope for local savings.  “Watershed alliances will result in less duplication of efforts 
and will save money for local governments. It is a tremendous win for everyone.” 
 
Carolyne McCaughey, executive director of the Friends of the Rouge, said, “This will allow alliances more 
strength on the large issue of watershed management. That strength will be beneficial to all watersheds.” 
 
The measure is supported by the state Department of Environmental Quality, the SE Michigan Council of 
Governments, the Van Buren Township Board, Tom Yack of Canton Township, the Detroit Free Press 
editorial board and several prominent environmental groups. 
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